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JUNIOR COLLEGE The Voice Published by the Executive Board 
May 1955 
The Final Push • • • • 
Slogan: A DEBT FREE BUILDING BY SEPTEMBER! $25.000 is need-
ed to pay for our building in full and to buy necessary equipment for the 
class rooms. A debt free building will be a monument to the grace of God 
and the faithfulness of God's people in the Midwest. A debt free building 
will proclaim to all everywhere. that we here in the Midwest are profoun'dly 
determined to succeed in establishing a first rate Junior College. 
This will do away with all appre-
hension relative to the soundness of 
this venture. A debt-free building 
will create tremendous confidence. 
An atmosphere of confidence is 
necessary for this new plant to grow 
and prosper. 
$25.000 spread over an area of about 
twenty churches involves about 
$1500 for a church. The smaller 
churches. a litHe less than the aver-







Let's Watch the mercury go up! Let's do our utmost to make it go to 
the top! All churches in this area have been requested by the Executive Board 
to give us a second drive. We are very thankful for what our churches have 
done in the past. An extra-effo!'l on the part of all of us-and the goal will 
be reached. We will publish the amOU .lts in our next issue. Let us make the 




The Monthly Newsletter of the 
Midwest Christian Junior College 
will henceforth appear in the form 
of a paper. It was already decided. 
way back in November 27, 1953, to 
publish an official organ to promote 
the cause of the Junior College. The 
General Board also decided at that 
particular time to call this publica-
tion THE VOICE. The name suggests 
an effort to give expression to the 
affairs. the problems, the progress, 
and the administration of the Mid-
west Christian Junior College. 
Since the building itself is under 
construction, and since the school 
will open this Fall, the Executive 
Committee felt that the time was 
ripe to start our new publication. 
The college will belong to all the 
people in the Midwest area and all 
the people have a right to know 
what is actually going on in connec-
tion with the Junior College. 
THE VOICE will also give our 
constituency an opportunity to seek 
clarification on questions involving 
the operation of the school. It has 
always been the purpose of the Board 
to keep the people informed. The 
delegate board members are appoint-
ed by the people and as such are the 
servants of those that appointed them. 
The Voice will give us a better op-
portunity to give an accounting to 
the people. Address all correspon-
dence to Rev. C. Van Schouwen, 
Sioux Center, Iowa. 
After our College is in actual 
operation, The Voice will become 
the official pUblication of our school 
and will be issued under the super-
vision of the faculty. As we start 
this new venture, we hope and pray, 
that it will be a means in establish-
ing a wonderful bond of love and 




"Hans Brinker and the Silver 
Skates" a very interesting story with 
a Holland setting was portrayed dra-
matically by the Young People of 
the First Christian Reformed Church 
of Sioux Center in several localities_ 
The Hull Community Building, where 
the play was first given, February 16, 
(Continued on page four) 
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Editorial • • • 
Church Control or 
Society Control? 
There seems to be some confusion 
concerning the ver y essence of the 
J unior College organization . Some 
seem to have the idea that t he Junior 
College is church.controlled rather 
than society controlled. It is tr ue 
that some effor ts were set forth in 
t he past to seek a church-controlled 
organization. The Certificate of In-
corporation, which is the constitu-
tion under which the Junior College 
operates, r eveals in unmistakable 
la nguage that the school is society 
controlled. The ve ry fact that the 
J unior College area has bee n organ-
ized into districts and that the people 
of each distr ict appoin t delegates to 
the Central Board , in itself r eveals 
a society-controlled organization . 
The society is composed of mem-
bers contributing a membership fee 
of $4 annually. The constitution also 
states, however, that this $4 mem-
bership fee shall be waived, if the 
church of which such a person is a 
mcmber , is aHiliated with a Classis 
which has set a quota of $4 per fam-
ily lor the Midwest Christian Junior 
College. Classis S ioux Center, for 
instance, has established a quota of 
$4 per family for the J unior College 
and therelore people belonging to 
uny church of this Classis are not 
requi red to pay the $4 membership 
fee. The membership Ice of $4, 
whether r eceived from Classical quo-
tas or from Individuals, goes into 
the operational fund and is used to 
pay the running expenses of OUf 
college. 
The decision of Classis Sioux 
Center to establish a $4 quota pe r 
family involves a tremendous saving 
{or the operation of our school. If 
il should be our work to collect the 
$4 memb<!rship fee annually, from 
house to house throughout the four 
Classis, it would be necessary for u~ 
to put a collector in thc field . To-
gether with traveling expenses and 
salary this would cost us about $5,000 
addit ionally per year. Over a per-
iod of ten yea rs this would amount 
to $50,000. Thus it is obvious large 
sums would be saved, if all the four 
Classis would set a quota of $4 per 
fam i.ly for the Junior College. 
This. however, brings up a very 
interesting question. Does the estab-
lishment of a quota for the J unior 
College by the churches compromise 
the society-status of the school? 
Does the establishment of a quota 
make the Christian J unior College 
es compromise the society-status of 
the school? Does the establishment 
of a quota make the J u nior College 
a church school? Or to state it dif-
ferently, docs the society status of 
the school prevent the churches 
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How Is The Junior College 
Society Organized? 
The Society of the Junior College 
Is organized Into six districts. Each 
district elects eight d elegates to the 
Central Board. The constitution 
states that one of the eight delegates 
from a district shall be a minister". 
These districts have a t least two 
meetings per year and they elect 
their own oflicers and choose their 
own delegates to the Centr a l Board. 
Thus far six districts have been or-
ganized. They are as follows: 
District 1 
Corsica, South Dakota 
. Harrison, South ' Dakota 
Holland Center, South Dakota 
Hull, North Dakota 
New Holland, South Dakota 
P latte, South Dakota . 
Purewater, South Dakota 
Dis trict 2 
Bemis, South Dakota 
Brandon, Canada 
Por tage la Prarie, Canada 
Winnepcg, Canada 
Chandler, Minnesota 
Colton, South Dakota 
Edgerton First, Minnesota 
Edgerton Bethel, Mmnesota 
Estelline, South Dakota 
Holland, Minnesota 
Leota, Minnesota 
1\'1ountain Lake, Minnesota 
Pipestone, Minnesota 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
Tyler, Min nesota 
Volga , Minncsota 
District 3 
Bejou, Minnesota 
Brooten , Minnesota 
Bunde, Minnesota 
Clara City, Minnesota 
Crookston, Minnesota 





Willmar, Minnesota -'-' 
(Continued on back page) 
from sett ing a quota? The Constitu-
tion of the J unior College, whkh is 
:-;et for a society-controlled organiza-
tion, allows for quota membership 
support through the churches. In 
the next issue of The Voice, I will try 
to show that there is no con!lict at 
a ll between chu rch quotas and soc-
iety controle .' Does the Board have 
the right to spend $5,000 annually 
to collect membership dues, when 
this money can be gathered 
thr ough the churches, without cost 
to the college? This is something to 
think about. 
Rev. C. Van Schouwen 
-
May 1955 
Dr. Peter Van Beek 
'Viii Head Department 
Of Languages 
DR. PETER VAN BEEK 
Dr. Peter Van Beek was b:>rn in 
. the Netherlands and came to Amer -
ica with his parents when he was 
nine years old. He spent his boy-
hood days in Sioux Coun ty wor king 
on farms a nd going to school for a 
few months. during the winter. In 
the faJl of 1906, he entered the North-
western Classical Academy, a nd at-
tendcd this institution for three 
years. He graduated from J oh n 
Calvin J un ior College in 191 2 and 
from the Calvin S eminary in 1915. 
lIe obtained his Bachelor's Degree 
and his Maiiter of Arts a t the Univer-
sity of Michigan and his Doctor's De-
gree from the University of Iowa. 
His teaching career covers a period 
01 thir ty-three years _ four years at 
Central College, fourteen years at 
Western Academy, fo urteen years at 
Maquoketa High School and J u nior 
College. lIe has been in semi-re-
tiremen t for the last six years. 
Thus it is obvious that Dr. Van 
Beck has a tremendous amount of 
experienc<! in the teaching field. He 
is able and qualified to teach Greek, 
French, German , Dutch, English, 
Spanish and at present he is studying 
Russian, as a hobby. We nre ver y 
happy and thankful to have a man 
with such qualifications on our fac-
ulty. Welcome to Sioux Center and 
Midwest J unior College, Dr . Van 
Beek. 
In our next issue of The Voice we 
will publish n biography sketch of 
another professor. 
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·What Are Our Church 
Sxieties Doing? 
We have received considerable 
support from the various societies of 
OUf churches. The Executive Com-
mittee felt that these gills should be 
r ecognized in a public way. It there-
fore decided to purchase a beautiful 
book, in which the names of the 
con tributing societies will b e inscrib-
ed. The book will be placed in a 
prominent position in the school. 
Perhaps you wou ld like to know 
what the societies are doing? The 
following gifts have b een received 
from our societies. 
1. Ireton You ng People's Soc. $21.95 
2. Sioux Center Young Peo-
ple's Society 
3 . Sunshine Guild, Chandler, 
Minn. 
4. Woden Church Choir, 
Woden, Iowa 
5. Worthington Christian 
F ellowship Circle 
6. Young Men's Society, 
Sioux Center 1. 
7. Rock Valley Young Peo-
ple's Socidy 
8. Fellowship Circle Sanborn 
9. Sheldon Ladies Aid 
10. Austinville Ladies Aid 
1 1. Golden Hour Circle 
Hospers 
12. Hawarden Ladies Aid 
13. Consistory, Sioux Center I 














15. Clara City Ladies Aid __ 75 .00 
16. Sibley Choral Society 12.00 
17. Volga Constance Young La-
dies Society 50.00 
18. Young P eople's Society, 
Sioux Falls . 
19. S unshine Guild, Chandler 
2(). Sunshine Guild, Park-
ersQurg 




Chandler . 20.00 
22. Dorcas Society, Rock Val-
l,y 
23. Senior Aid, Hull', Iowa 
24. Worthington Men's Society 
25. Chandler Men's Society _ 
26. Sanborn Loyal Workers 
Society 
27. Chandler Girl's Society _ 
28 . Woden Choral Society 
29. Helping Hand Aid, H ol-
landale, Minn. _ 
30. Ladies Aid, Hills, Minn. 
31. Sioux Center Young Peo-
ple's Society _ 
32. Sioux Center Chotal 
Society 
33. Golden Hour Circle, Ed-
gerton I. 
34 ,' 'Wright Sunshine Circle 















U we h ave omitted some socie-
ties, please drop us a card. We 
want to have a complete record of 
all the societies and their donations. 
We will publish corrections in our 
THE VOICE 
next edition. We know that sever al 
other societies will send in donations 
in the near future. We will acknow-
Icdge these gifts subsequently. We 
thank these organizations most sin-
cerely for their love and support for 
our school. When our societies take 
an active interest in our college and 
express this interest in a substantial 




According to the constitution, 
each district shall have at least two 
meetings annually. One meeting 
shall be held the fm.t Friday in June 
and the second should be held the 
lIrst l'riday in December. These dis-
trict meetings are ver y important 
for the well-being of the Christian 
J umor College. In them we find the 
grass r oots of the Junior College 
movement and the grass rools must 
become str ong and virile. Through 
tnem a vital contact is established 
between the school and the people. 
Through the district meetings, the 
people have a voice in the aCt'airs of 
the school. 
The officers of each district should 
plan their district meetings now. 
'I'hey should arrange a program, pro-
Vide for bulletin announcements, 
and do their ubnost to make their 
district meeting a success. A speak-
er should be selected and requested 
to speak on a subject r elative to the 
promotion and the extension of the 
,j umor College movement in their 
district. The speaker for the even-
ing, we believe, should be selected 
(I'om thl! ' district. People look for 
leadership an d w hen this leadership 
comes from their own minister, it is 
far more effective than when out-
s.d er s approach them. The district 
meeting should be for the people and 
evcl'y opportunity should be given 
them to ask questions and to voice 
their opinions. Our people should 
feel that the Midwest Christian Jun-
ior . Collel/!e is their school and their 
responsibility. 
We would like to see a (ar greater 
interest on the part of local Chris-
tian School boa rds. They , more than 
any other, will receive the greatest 
benefit from our Junior College. 
Local Christian Schools will need 
the Junior College for qualified tea-
chers and especially now with this 
acute shortage of teachers of our 
should be ardent suppor ters of our 
Junior College. Our district meet-
ings should become vital centers for 
the promotion of the entire cause of 
Christian education. A wonderful 
bond of love and unity should be 
established between these three lev-
els of Christian education-the grade 
school, the high school, and the jun-
iour college. Our district meetings 
May 1955 
could render a valuable service in 
seekJng to realize these goals_ 
May we ask all district officers to 
do their ubnost to plan for a success-
ful district meeting. Perhaps new 
delegates must be elected for the 
General Board. Ask your secretary 
to send in a report of your meeting 
for publication in THE VOICE. 
v 
Items of Interest 
Scholarships 
The Executive Board decided to 
extend scholarships to the best stUd-
e nt of Western Chr istian High 
School, Southwest Christian High 
School, and the Pella Christian High 
School. The scholars are recom-
m ended by the faculties of th ese 
schools and selected by the Educa-
tional Committee of the Junior Col-
lege. Selection is made on a basis 
of scholarship, Christian character, 
a nd possibility for growth. It in-
volves free tuition for one year. 
v 
Funds 
Money can be contributed to three 
funds: The Building Fund, The Op-
erational F und, and the Library 
Fund. All monies allocated to the 
Building Fund are used exclusively 
for the construction of the building. 
The Operational Fund has been set 
up to gather money for the r unning 
of the school. The $4 membership 
fee and church offerings will be 
placed in the operational fund. Un-
til the ~uilding is constructed a nd 
paid for, the Building Fund will r e-
quire the big amounts of money. Al-
ter the Building is paid for and 
when the school opens, most of the 
money will be needed for operation-
al purposes. Professor salaries, j an-
itor, fuel , e tc . will be paid from this 
fund. The $4 quota set by Classis 
Sioux Center goes into the operation-
al fund. The Library fund has been 
supported by the efforts of several 
societies. At present there is about 
$1000 in the library fund . This of 




Most of the societies have sent 
their donations to our promotional 
secretary, Rev. C. Van Schouwen. 
May we ask them henceforth to send 
their donations to our treasurer, Mr. 
Stanley Van Vliet, 413 6th Ave., 
Sheldon, Iowa. All monies should 
be sent to his address. 
v'---
Appreciation 
Mr. J . Hartog, of Edgerton, Minn ., 
has promised to donate a piano to 
the Midwest Christian J unior Col-
lege, when the sch ool opens, We ap-
preciate this gift exceedingly. We 
will need this instrument for our 
chapel services and our music depart-
ment in general. Thus another prob-
lem is solved. Many thanks, Mr. 
Hartog. 
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HOW IS THE JUNIOR 
COLLEGE SOCIETY ORGANIZED 
(Continued from page 2) 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Prinsburg, Minnesota 














L eMars, Iowa 
Middleburg, Iowa 
Orange City 1, Iowa 
Orange City 2, Iowa 
Sioux Center 1, Iowa 
Sioux Center, 2, Iowa 








Rock Rapids, Iowa 
Rock Valley 1, Iowa 
Rock Valley Calvin , Iowa 
This gives a general idea of the 
extent of the Junior College organi-
zation. We would like to see a dis-
trict organized in Classis Ostiries-
-land. How about it OsUriesland? 
We need your support . It was Clas-
sis Ostfriesland, which was the first 
of our church groups to start the 
Junior College movement. Way back 
in 1937 Chlssis Ostfriesland sent ov-
ertures to Classis Minnesota, Pella, 
Orange City, and Sioux Center, to 
consider the possibility and th e ad· 
viseability of establishing a Junior 
College. If some of the people in 
Classis Ostfrieslan d are interested in 
organizing a district, drop us a letter 
and we will do our utmost in helping 
you organize district 7. 
--v'--
HANS BRINKER-Continued 
was almost filled to capacity. Anoth-
er large crowd gathered at Platte, 
South Dakota, to see the p lay. The 
young people of Sioux Center were 
able to realize about $450.00 in the 
giving of this play. The proceeds 
were given to the Junior College 
library fund. 
Roger De Stigter played the part 
of Hans and Gretel was played by 
Barbara Wassenaar . Dame Brinker 
was played by Evelyn Lammers and 
Raff by Gerald De Stigter. Other 
THE VOICE 
MR_ N_ VAN TIL 
P rofessor N . Van Til was born in 
Griffeth, Indiana. After the academ-
ic preliminaries in grade school and 
high school, be attended Calvin Col-
lege and received his A.B. degree in 
1142. During these years, he was 
also active in choral and band work , 
both in school a nd in church. He 
next spent some forty-five months in 
the Air-Force a nd was discharge in 
February 1956, with the rank of 
Captain. He attended the Westmin-
ster Seminary, specializing in apolo-
getics. A year was spent at the 
Philadelphia Musical Academy to 
gain e xperiences in voice and choral 
conductin g. Mr. Van Til received 
two master's d egrees, one in history 
and the other in philosophy, from 
the University of Michigan . He is 
married and has two children: Karen 
L ou a nd Debroah K ay . We are very 
thankful to have a man of h is ability 
on our faculty. Welcome to the 
Midwest Christian J unior College, 
Professor N. Van Til. 
memhers of the cast were Lila Lam-
mers, Fred Brandes, Diane Duister-
mars, Frank Nibbelink, Herman Nib-
b.;> link , AdaJph Eshuis, Sandra Roze-
boom, Howard Faber, Goldene Klein, 
and J eanette F edd ers. 
We take this opportunity to thank 
the young people for the many hours 
of hard work they were willing to 
devote in preparation for this play. 
We are grateful that their purpose 
was from the very outset to gather 
funds for the Junior College library. 
Last year this very same group net-
ted about $85.00 for our Library. 
When our young people take an 
active interest in the cause of Chris-
tian education, it augers much for 
the weU-being of our Christian in-
stitutions. Thank you very much 
young people. 
May 1955 
DR_ WILLIAM SPOELHOF 
Grand R apids. Michigan 
We are very happy to announce 
that Dr. William Spoelhof, President 
of Calvin College, will give the main 
address at our dedication next Sep-
tember. In the way of advice and 
guidance, we are receiving excellent 
cooperation from the faculty of Cal-
vin College. We appreciate exceed-
ingly various recommendations by 
members of the Ca lvin facu l ty in 
setting up our curricula. Already 
it is very evident that a very fine 
spirit of unity and cooperation will 
exist b etween our Junior College 
a nd Calvin College. 
A W 0 NDE~::F:::U::-L---::G:::IFT 
We have just received wonderful 
news from the Baker Book House, 
1019 Wealthy St., Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. The owner and manager 
of the Baker Book House, Mr. H er_ 
man Baker, has informed us that h e 
is will ing to donate 500 volumns to 
our library a nd that additional books 
will be supplied at a special discount. 
Consldering the price of books these 
days, this certainly is a very sub-
stantial gift. We thank Mr. H. Baker 
sincerely for his generosity and his 
IOle rest in our cause. 
The establishment of a sound lib-
rary was always a cause of much 
concern and perplexity for the Exec-
u"ive Board. The library constitutes 
the very heart of the school. It takes 
a lot ot money to build a good col-
lege library . It is one of the chief 
requisi les in acquiring recognition 
from the accrediting agencies. Time 
and again people asked, "What are 
we going to do about a library?" 
Through this donation of 500 b ooks 
from Mr. Baker, we can make a fair-
ly good beginning in the building 
of our library. Our own library fund 
has about $1200.00 . 
We have experienced many dis-
concerting obstacles and problems in 
seeking the realization of our school. 
When the obstacles seemed to b e in-
surmountable, solutions from unex-
pected sources were at hand. S uch 
I;."xperiences give us added assurances 
that this movement in establishing a 
J unior College, was from the Lord . 
It gives us tremendous courage to 
forge ahead. 
When large donations arc receiv-
ed from remote areas, as Grand Ra-
pids, Michigan, it should unite the 
efforts of aU of us here in the Mid-
west, in realizing the financial obli-
gations of our school. May the ex-
ample of Mr. H. Baker inspire many 
others, who have be€n singularly 
blessed by the Lord our God in the 
Midwest area, to make substantial 
gifts to our school. Thus we are 
able to carry out the Biblical pre-
cepts of bearing one another's bur-
den. Each one as the Lord has bless-
ed them - the poor less, the rich 
much more, so t hat there may be 
equ ality among the people of God. 
